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Figure 3-3  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

108   

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

103   

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

102   

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

107   

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

104   

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

106   

235詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用



Figure 4-1  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1940

1960

1980

2000

2020

11  

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

  

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

  

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

  

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8 1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

 

244 詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用



1

3

1-1  11   
1-1 

1 2 1 P ( Proper 
or Professional) C (Control or College) 

P
C 1 P C 2

2-1 1 P C 2 10 P
C 1 C

2 20
1 P (Proper or Professional)  

1 4-1

1 P (Proper or Professional) 
6 C (Control or College) 9

2

1-2   

1-2 1 P
1 2

3 3
2 2-2 2-3

245詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用



 

2-1 11
2-1 3

1 P (proper or 
professional) C (control or college) 

3  

1950 10

10

2-1 1940
1 2 3

3

real time

3 4 apparent time

1

2-2 2-3  
3 1 3

1 2 3
2

2-2 1 2
1 2 3

246 詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用



2  
1 2

2-3 1 3 2-2
3

3

2  
3 3

3-1 6 4-1 5  
3 4 11 3

3 1 P C  

104 103 107 106 102
110 101 108 109 105
111

1940
2

3
4  

1 2

3 4

2 20

247詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用



3

5 5 6 7 9

5-1～3     
5-1 3  
5-2 3 4 5-2 3

5-3 1
2 3

5-4 6  
5-4 6 3 1
3

3
1 2 3

6-1 4  
6-1 4 4

6-4 1 3
3

6-3 3  

7-1  
7-1 7-1

2 1 3

7-2 4  
3 7-2

248 詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用



7-3 7-4 
 3  

8-1 6  
9-1 3  

8-1 9-3 3 3 9 3 3
9

8-6 8-7

3

10-1  
10-2  

11-1  
2

11-1
3 3

11-2  
11-2 11-4 3 3

3 3
1940 3

249詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用



 

11-3  
1990

11-4  
1 2 3 30

12-1  
12 4

12-1 1
1 2

2 1
2 3

12-2  
4  

3 1940

12-3  
3 1 2

2 1.6 3
1940 20

30

12-4  
1 2 3

1940 3

250 詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用



12-5  
1

2
3

251詳細グラフ1　丁寧さの成人後採用





2

4 2-2



 

 

  



0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

2020

11  

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

2020

 

109  

105  

101  

104  

102  

111  

107  

106  

108  

110  

103  

112  

255詳細グラフ2　文末「ゴザル．」の成人後採用



0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

11  

    
 

   

 

  
0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9

2
 

1  

1  × 2  

        

 

  
0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9

3
 

1  

1  × 3  

256 詳細グラフ2　文末「ゴザル．」の成人後採用



Figure 3-1  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-4  In 104 Forget umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-2  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-5  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-3  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 4-1  In 107 National Diet, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 103 Check baggage, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 108 Doctor, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-6  In 112 Child peddler/Fishing, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 3-1  In 103 Check baggage, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-4  In 107 National Diet, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-2  In 108 Doctor, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-5  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-3  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

103   

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

108   

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

109   

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

107   

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

106   

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

110   

277詳細グラフ3　文中「ゴザル」の減少



Figure 4-1  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 104 Forget umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-6  In 112 Child peddler/Fishing, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 3-1  In 107 National Diet, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-4  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-2  In 104 Forget umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-5  In 103 Check baggage, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-3  In 108 Doctor, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 4-1  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-6  In 112 Child peddler/Fishing, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 3-1  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-4  In 108 Doctor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-2  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-5  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-3  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 104 Forget umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 4-1  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 107 National Diet, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 103 Check baggage, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-6  In 112 Child peddler/Fishing, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 3-1  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-4  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-2  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-5  In 103 Check baggage, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-3  In 108 Doctor, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 4-1  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 107 National Diet, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 104 Forget umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-6  In 112 Child peddler/Fishing, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 3-1  In 107 National Diet, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-4  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-2  In 104 Forget umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-5  In 108 Doctor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-3  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 103 Check baggage, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 4-1  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-6  In 112 Child peddler/Fishing, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 3-1  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-4  In 107 National Diet, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-2  In 108 Doctor, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-5  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-3  In 103 Check baggage, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 4-1  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 104 Forget umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-6  In 112 Child peddler/Fishing, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 3-1  In 108 Doctor, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-4  In 106 Electric/Newspaper bill, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-2  In 107 National Diet, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-5  In 103 Check baggage, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 3-3  In 101 Give directions, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 3-6  In 109 Offered seat, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 4-1  In 110 Small change, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-4  In 104 Forget umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-2  In 102 Telegram form/remittance form, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-5  In 105 One's former teacher, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 4-3  In 111 Lend umbrella, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 4-6  In 112 Child peddler/Fishing, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 7-2  High education, all three surveys, by birth year 

Figure 7-3  Middle education, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 7-4  Low education,all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 11-2  Okazaki city, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 11-4  Others, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 11-3  Aichi prefecture, all three surveys, by birth year
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Figure 12-2 Office work, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-4 Labor, all three surveys, by birth year

Figure 12-3 Service trade, all three surveys, by birth year Figure 12-5 Unemployed, all three surveys, by birth year
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Summary

Late Adoption of Honorific Expressions 

Half a Century Change in Okazaki  

1. Findings from the Okazaki Survey of Honorifics -- Summary 

This is a report on the honorifics survey in Okazaki City of Aichi Prefecture which was 
headed by the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics. The OSH (Okazaki 
Survey of Honorifics) was conducted in the years 1953, 1972, and 2008, and shows real-time 
changes over a span of 55 years following the war. Thanks to new visualization techniques, 
this report was able to report on phenomena that were not well understood before. These 
phenomena have significant theoretical implications for change in honorifics and in language 
in general.  

Part 1 gives an overview of the whole survey. First, Okazaki honorifics are situated relative 
to the rest of Japan and the world (Chapter 1). An overview of the survey (chapter 2), and the 
social attributes of the informants (Chapter 3) are given, and then practical uses for 
databases are illustrated (Chapter 4). 

Part 2, which covers the findings of the OSH, is summarized below. 
One sociolinguistic phenomenon discovered in the OSH might be called “late adoption of 

honorifics.” Though this idea had been mentioned in previous honorifics research, this survey 
confirmed it with empirical evidence. This evidence comes from a technique which shows the 
results of all 3 surveys on a “birth year real generation graph”.   

Using as a base the late adoption seen with itadaku, the interrelations among each of the 
phenomena are considered (Chapter 1). Such linguistic phenomena as itadaku (Chapter 2), 
politeness (Chapter 3), gozaimasu, desu, and masu (Chapter 4), ano... (Chapter 6), and length 
of reply (Chapter 7) are examined. Current honorifics theory has not given sufficient 
consideration to the age of adoption on the level of the individual. Late adoption is not 
exceptional to Okazaki. It has also been seen in the results from nation-wide repeated 
surveys.  

This brings to the level the universality of the basic mechanism behind change in honorifics. 
The increase in use and late adoption of itadaku influences the length of reply. This can be 
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situated within change in discourse patterns, and that can be situated within the changes in 
ways of being considerate and in views on human relations. For example, in the baggage 
check situation in the survey, the informants became more considerate of the other over time. 
The change in views on human relations might be considered a result of the flow toward 
“democratization” and “equalization.”  

The above are the findings of the random-sampling survey. Another visualization technique 
which can take account the whole picture was also employed for analyzing the results of the 
panel survey (follow-up survey) (Chapter 8). It was confirmed that the answers of individuals 
grew longer with age in the second and third surveys.    

Analysis of the social attributes in Okazaki’s honorifics was conducted using the graphs 
displayed throughout this book. A number of trends were uncovered using features of the 
graphs, such as differences according context of use. Firstly, over the half-century, there was 
an increase in politeness according to both the age differences seen in the random sampling 
survey results and the increase in age of individuals seen in the panel survey. Differences 
according to sex increased in some ways and decreased in others. As for differential use of 
honorifics according to context, differences according to educational background increased. 
Late adoption was seen in many of the phenomena related to honorifics. The basic 
mechanism behind this is explained in relation to life stages (Chapter 9.)  

A serious analysis according to location of childhood and occupation were conducted for the 
first time in the third Okazaki survey (Chapter 10). Unexpectedly, for politeness and sentence 
length, people raised outside of Aichi Prefecture and people in the service trade showed the 
most striking numbers. It might be interpreted that the people who came from other 
prefectures for business purposes brought or adopted the new honorifics. The high politeness 
and length of utterance of the people in the service industry was unexpected. This is because 
previous investigations have shown white-collar office workers to be the leaders in both 
standard Japanese use and honorifics use.  

Looking at an even bigger picture, over the half-century, honorifics in Okazaki have 
increased in the degree they account for the relationship between speaker and listener. The 
influence of the degree of intimacy increased while the social status of the listener no longer 
receives much consideration. Also, whether the message is a request or an invitation also 
began to show influence in honorifics usage (Chapter 12). 

This is the same trajectory as current changes in Standard Japanese. Rather than rely on 
“honorifics,” particularly those which are learned from textbooks such as “respectful 
language,” “humble language,” and “polite language,” the trend is to use the entire discourse 
to make adjustments to the relationship with the listener. Japanese has come to draw on a 
range of phenomena including honorifics in the broad definition, respectful language, 
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courteous language, attitudinal language, and politeness. Due to the multiplicity of choices, 
there is no one correct answer. It is difficult to train beginners. This could explain why 
“manual honorifics” have spread.  

This fits into a universal trend in honorifics change. A shift parallel to that of the 
second-person pronouns in Europe (V/T, vous/tu), from power to solidarity, is occurring in 
modern Japanese honorifics. In other words, the standard for differential use is shifting from 
status and power to intimacy. This suggests the advance of democratization and equalization 
of communication. Also, looking at differences in use according to context, honorifics are now 
frequently used in requests. In other words, a new standard which overlaps with the old 
standard of status and power has been introduced, and the degree of intimacy and of 
psychological imposition (as treated in politeness theory) in each context have become 
involved. This mechanism can also be interpreted as a result of the democratization and 
equalization of honorifics (Chapter 13). 

According to the second report on the Okazaki Honorifics Survey, change over the first 19 
years was minimal. As for honorifics, this is partly due to the fact that there are large 
differences in use (variation) according to the individual and according to context. The third 
survey, conducted over the long time span of a half-century, was effective. The trend of disuse 
of dialectal honorifics can be owed to standardization. However, the trends of overuse of 
honorifics and toward “refined” language seen in Tokyo were not as pronounced in Okazaki. 
The reason that the late adoption of honorifics was overlooked in the second report is partly 
due to the smallness of the change over the time lapse, but it is likely also due to a 
presupposition that there would be a steady increase backed in age group differences, as was 
seen in the phonological standardization in Tsuruoka.  

In the third part, the cross-tabulation of the social attributes of the phenomena discussed 
in Chapters 3 -7 of part 2 are shown, not as numbers, but visualized in graphs. 

 
2. Late adoption of honorifics 

 
Visualization with birth year real generation graphs 

Below is a more detailed explanation of the survey results in terms of late adoption of 
honorifics. 

Using “birth year real generation graphs”, changes in cohorts of the same birth year were 
tracked. By employing birth year real generation graphs, the data of all three surveys, 
including the 19-years-after one and the 36-years-after one, were presented faithfully and 
effectively with the original 10-year interval generational divisions intact. There was a 
marked difference between early adoption phenomena such as phonology and late adoption 
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phenomena such as honorifics. 

The “equal” change in sentence length 
Of the various phenomena analyzed in the OSH, the graphs for length of reply were 

surprising (Chapter 1). They showed an age pattern which had not previously been observed. 
In all 3 surveys, there was a difference in length of reply according to age, where people of 
middle age and over showed longer replies than young people. Furthermore, this was 
repeated in all three surveys. Typically, from an age difference (apparent time) perspective, 
when a phenomenon is reduced in the younger generation, if the survey is repeated later on 
(real time) the overall use is reduced. However, this did not occur in the repeated surveys in 
Okazaki. The same pattern shows up for each survey. This is an unexpected pattern. Since 
the lines which connect the plot points for the three surveys are nearly parallel, it was named 
the “equal change.”  

Also, looking at the generation born in the 1940s, they gave short replies in the first survey 
when they were in their teens, slightly longer replies in the second survey when they were in 
their thirties, and in the third survey, when they were in their seventies, gave replies even 
longer than speakers of the past. Even if as a youth a person speaks shortly, they will get 
longer with age. This comparison within cohorts showed that increasingly long sentences are 
a product of aging. A deep relationship with late adoption can be seen. Additionally, trends 
showing that women and people with higher educational speak longer were also observed. It 
was also discovered that highly polite replies are longer. 

Increased length of reply and change with age in Okazaki 
Length of reply was also an issue when analyzing –te itadaku and other politeness markers 

(Chapter 7). Did length of reply increase because –te itadaku and other politeness 
expressions increased? Or the reverse? Some clue was deemed necessary to determine the 
cause and effect relationship. There is much research on honorifics and discourse behavior, 
but even a mechanical comparison of length of reply revealed a steady trend.  

Change in the new expression –te itadaku 
The linguistic change in progress in the new expression –te itadaku was examined 

(Chapter 2). The results of the 3 surveys, which differ in the time interval between them, 
were displayed on a birth year real generation graph, which accurately reflects the time span. 
It was confirmed that –te morau and –te itadaku are increasingly widely used. It is not 
necessarily the youngest generation that first uses a new expression. In honorifics and 
politeness, instances where people in their 30s and over were the first to use new expressions 
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were found. In interpersonal phenomena, the socially active strata adopt the new expressions 
in response to a practical need.  

Levels of “politeness” in honorifics 
Level of “politeness” in honorifics, which was the original theme of OSH, was examined 

using “birth year real generation graphs” (Chapter 3). Even politeness levels, often 
considered the prototype of honorifics, were subject to “late adoption.” “Politeness” (teineisa) 
was the central theme of the first and second survey reports. Upon adding the results of the 
third survey, significant changes in honorifics were identified. 

A three-level division of politeness, corresponding to gozaimasu (very polite), desu and 
masu (polite), and da (casual) was used (Chapter 4). Values corresponding to these three 
levels were used to evaluate the data of the 12 contexts in each of the three surveys. The 
overall degree of politeness goes up with time, but the leaders are not the young generations 
but the middle-aged generations, who always answer politely. The pattern where young 
people bring in new phenomena that has been seen previously in standard Japanese does not 
apply to honorifics.  

Of the sentential elements that form the basis of interpersonal honorifics, desu and masu 
saw an increase. This means that they came into use as the safest (default) way of speaking, 
considered as being polite language. However, late adoption does not explain this. To explain 
the post-war changes in attitudinal expressions and courteous behavior, it is not enough just 
to look at gozaimasu, desu and masu, and da. Neither can it be fully explained with respectful 
and humble language. It seems that a large variety of expressions, such as –te itadaku 
mentioned above, have appeared for the purpose of making adjustments to interpersonal 
relationships. The number of expressions that express politeness increased in the Third 
Survey, and in terms of specific contexts, “check baggage” became more polite.  

First-person pronoun watakushi 
The late adoption pattern was seen for the first-person pronoun ‘I’, watakushi (Chapter 5). 

It can also be collated with other survey materials. Sapporo, Tokyo, and Osaka all showed age 
curves that match up with late adoption. The same is true for the nation-wide repeated 
survey results. This conflicts with the Tsuruoka survey which showed young people as the 
first to adopt honorific elements. Within standardization, sophisticated honorifics are the 
peak and their adoption lags behind.  

Hesitation filler ano... 
Among the sentential elements in the answers (replies) to the survey, the hesitation filler 
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ano... (Chapter 6) was used most by the oldest age group and by women and was also often 
used in contexts where psychological distance was apt to appear. In the future, other fillers 
will be considered and they will be cross-tabulated with “politeness.”  

 
Discourse function elements in OSH 

The replies in OSH were considered as fragments of a discourse sequence, and discourse 
analysis was carried out on them. In order to achieve a discourse analysis of the whole reply, 
discourse elements were examined (Chapter 11). Particular attention was given to the 
discourse function elements which appear in all the 12 contexts, “attention-drawing” and 
“expressing reservation.” “Attention-drawing” increased overall, especially in contexts with 
request elements. “Expressing reservation” saw an overall decrease. Formulaic expressions 
such as sumimasen increased, and expressions of honorifics in the broad sense along with 
courteous expressions increased. There seems to be a relationship with the broad sense of 
honorifics, e.g. politeness, attitudinal expressions, respectful expressions, and courteous 
expressions.  

The above findings were gained principally from analysis of the birth year real generation 
graphs. In other words, the analysis is based on data from the 3 surveys concerning 
non-linguistic (social) factors such as age, gender and academic background.  

 
3. Occupation and change in sentence length and politeness 

 
The informant attribute, “occupation” is also addressed (Chapter 10). “Office work”, 

“service trade”, and “labor” were determined to be useful divisions for investigating 
occupational differences in linguistic phenomena. Under this division, the “service trade”, i.e. 
speakers that belong to sales, service, and other such occupations, showed a distinct pattern.  

For sentence length, the service trade showed the biggest change with age, with the oldest 
generations producing the longest utterances. Sentence length is a reflection of politeness. 
The place of the service industry in honorifics usage is now clear.  

Below, other visualization techniques and their contributions are discussed. 
 
4. The system of differential usage of –te itadaku and politeness and context categorization 

 
Using the social character (context categorization standards) of the 12 contexts, the system 

behind the differential usage of the language was explored. The usage standards of politeness 
levels and of –te itadaku were put together on a scattergram.  

Concerning politeness levels, for all three times, important factors are whether it is a 
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request context and whether the speaker is psychologically superior. In the first survey, 
differentiation based on whether the speaker is psychologically superior was predominant. 
The second survey was a transition period. In the third, whether it was a request context or 
not became the biggest factor. This means that the results which back this report’s analysis of 
contexts were found.   

The above comprises the results of the OSH found from the random sampling survey. 
 
5. Results of the Okazaki Panel Survey (follow-up surveys)  

 
Concerning the panel survey (follow-up data on the same individuals) (Chapter 8), in order 

to examine change over the three surveys, instead of taking averages as usual, the values of 
each individual were represented on a scattergram. The data of each individual also showed 
increasingly long replies to be a lifetime change (change with age). Individuals used longer 
sentences to express the same thing after 19 years, and even longer after 36 years. The 
lengthening of sentences in Okazaki was not due to demographic changes (i.e. immigration 
from other locations). This is the great advantage of panel surveys, which follow-up on 
individuals. Real time changes could be traced, so change in individuals over time and with 
age was substantiated. Also, upon looking at differences across contexts, it was also seen that 
request contexts showed the largest increases. 

 
6. The place of Okazaki honorifics 

 
It is possible to position the OSH results within in a broad-based perspective. On a 

geographical scale, Japan’s honorifics were set as part of the world’s honorifics, and Okazaki’s 
honorifics within the dialectal variation of Japan. On a historical scale they were set against 
Japanese honorifics history, in particular that of modern honorifics (of the standard Tokyo 
dialect). 

Late adoption was seen in many phenomena involving honorifics. The basic mechanism 
was explained, relating it to life stages (Chapter 9). For the Okazaki data, birth year real 
generation graph was employed to trace change within cohorts of the same birth year. There 
was a marked difference between phenomena that are acquired early on, such as phonology, 
and those which are acquired late, such as honorifics. 

The time-series data obtained through the longitudinal survey in Okazaki can be linked 
with individual life stages, a different sense of time-series data. There are principally four 
contexts which would serve as a motivation to learn honorifics. They are listed in order of life 
stage, which progress according to age: home, local society, school, and workplace. According 
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to the survey results, each stage shows acquisition of different honorific elements and usage 
mechanisms. This can be explained by considering the employment of Japan in the past.  

The analysts of the third survey had an advantage. By employing the birth year real 
generation graphs, the survey results of 19-years-later and 36-years-later could be displayed 
at once while maintaining the 10-year interval generations. For theoretical background, 
sociolinguistics has also progressed. Particularly, research treating extended utterances and 
discourses has emerged and its ideas and findings were applied to the analysis of OSH. The 
replies in the survey were treated as fragments of discourse sequences.  

 
7. Future tasks 

 
This book dealt only with the 12 central items of OSH. The 12 contexts involve the 

language used for giving directions, asking for things, etc. In other words, the differences 
between different interpersonal contexts were compared. Analysis of all the items in the 
survey is a task for the future. At this point, new findings are continuously uploaded to 
“Material for Large-scale Long-Term Studies of Japanese” on the internet. This will continue. 
Repeated surveys are a great asset for Japan. It is hoped that they will be continued in the 
future. 

In response to the first Okazaki honorifics survey, a similar survey was carried out in Korea. 
Comparative research in honorifics behavior has also been carried out between Japanese and 
English and various other languages. The techniques used in the Okazaki survey can also be 
applied in other countries. Given the surge of politeness research, it would likely be wise to 
consider international comparative research in the future.  
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